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FDL's Mr. Soccer, Greg Winkler
authors book:

'Season of
Significance'
Greg Winkler holds the book he has recently
authored: "Coaching a Season of Significance,"
during a break at a summer soccer camp.
Winkler began his coaching career teaching
physical education and has coached football,
track and wrestling. He coached his four sons'
soccer teams and, for the past 12 years, has
coached varsity soccer. His goal with the book is
to impart knowledge of the game, relationships
with players, parents and fans but not to delve on
the basics or technical aspects of the sport.
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“With soccer, there’s a very good
by Michael "Silk" Casper
Greg Winkler grew up in the educational model for coaching if
Rosendale area playing football, you want to get involved,” said Greg.
track, wrestling, and baseball. While “I started taking weekend courses,
earning a degree in physical educa- and eventually week-long residential
tion and working full time, he also courses with the National Soccer
began coaching track and football at Coaches Association of America. I
followed their learning path, finally
Laconia High School.
He landed a teaching job in earning their premiere diploma in
Waupun, but was unsure if teaching 2005. Even though I didn’t grow
really was what he wanted to do, so up playing the game, because it
he went to work for the Fond du Lac wasn’t there when I grew up, I just
submerged myself in soccer. It’s the
Police Department.
He coached wrestling and football kind of sport that gets under your
at Laconia, and track at Fond du Lac skin, and it’s hard to explain.”
Having coached varsity boys socwhile working nights for the police
department, and substitute teaching cer now for 12 years, and if you
include his tenure with youth socduring the day.
When a job finally opened up at cer, Greg has had this sport "under
Fond du Lac High School in phys- his skin" for some 20 years. So he
ed in 1989, he took it and coached thought it time to write a book on
football and wrestling at Sabish Jr. the game. But it’s an unconventional
book in several respects.
High.
“I think I’m a different kind of
Greg’s first involvement in soccer
was when his five-year-old son, Bart, coach,” Greg continued. “I try to
build a rapport and
started playing.
relationships with my
“I
started
players and with their
coaching
the
families. Everybody
youth
soccer
coaches for different
teams,” Greg said
reasons. Truly at the
“I have four boys,
high school level, it’s
and Brett, Brock
about the kids, and
and Brent folgiving them opporlowed Bart, and I
tunities, and win or
coached them all.
lose, I didn’t want
Drew Mitchell was
my kids leaving the
coaching the varsity
program liking the
boys at Fondy at the
Greg Winkler
g
game, but not liking
time and he asked
in
ch
Coa
me, as a coach or
me to take over the
a Season of
as a coach ruining
freshman program.
their experience.
So I stopped coach"You see a lot of
ing football to focus
that, where you get coaches who
on soccer.”
In 1998, Coach Mitchell stepped treat kids poorly, and you can tell
their interest isn’t with the kids and
down, and Greg stepped in.
on
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their development as individuals.”
Prodded by people who were curious about his coaching techniques,
and the stories of the game, Greg
started making notes.
“At first I thought, ‘Well who’s
going to want to read my stories,’
Greg said “unless you’re part of the
program, or know of Fond du Lac.
And I didn’t want to sell a book just
on Fond du Lac; I wanted to write
something that would be useful to
coaches. I decided to go through a
season, thus the title 'Coaching a
Season of Significance.'
"It’s about how you can make
the season important to the kids
regardless of the outcome of your
record, whether you win or lose. I
started from the preseason meeting,
to practices, and then onto dealing
with parents. I tried to think of as
many topics as possible that a coach
may have questions about.”
The book is about coaching high
school soccer, but Greg says a coach
of any sport can take something
away from this by reading it.
“Most soccer books out there
speak to the basics,” Greg explained,
“like, what kind of corner kicks to
run, or formations, and there are
books on shooting techniques, and
the mental aspects of the game.
They’re all technical books.
"My book is different because
it’s about all the other stuff. How to
pick teams, how to deal with making
cuts, how to treat kids when you’re
making cuts, do you have rules for
your team, rules about swearing or
conduct on the bus.”
Over the years, Greg has coached
both boys and girls, so there’s something in the book for everyone.
“There’s a chapter on the differ-

ences between coaching boys and
girls,” said Greg. “All of the chapters
are short and concise. Coaches don’t
have a lot of time, so I wanted to
keep things tight. A coach can go to
it and say, ‘Okay, what does Winkler
have to say about team building?’
and it will just give you little ideas. I
don’t expect anybody to agree with
everything I’ve written, but maybe it
will get you thinking.”
Greg’s book takes you through
the season from the first practice
through the post-season awards
banquet.
“I heard a coach once say, ‘Well I
don’t want to have a banquet, what
do you say to or about a kid who’s
sat the bench all year?’ My thinking
is, everybody has contributed something during the course of a season,
and I take notes, and make up some
goofy awards for the dinner along
with all the regular recognitions. I
want to celebrate what we did, but
also recognize everyone. I try to use
as many stories as possible in the
book to illustrate why it is that I do
what I do.”
What’s also unique about Greg’s
book is how you can find it.
“The problem with writing something is that you then have to find
a publisher,” said Greg. “I had the
manuscript pretty much done after
two and a half seasons, so I enlisted
my two oldest boys to read it and
do some editing, and my wife had
plenty input.
"In the meantime, I sent sample
chapters off to different publishers, and I’d get either nothing back
or just rejection letters. Finally, I
reached out to readers of my Soccer
Shorts column that I write in the
Action, and Evelyn Collin got in

touch with me saying she had some
ideas.
"She helped with more editing
and formatting, and we found a Web
site called Create Space, which is
one of the three places you can
now find the book. One is through
Create Space which is a subsidiary
of Amazon.com. Another is my site
at gregwinkler.net and you can also
punch the title into Amazon.com.
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